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to the peasant. One competent authority l
has estimated that as a consequence 100
million peasants have become owners of their
land. The change may have valuable social
results but it does not improve the yield of
the soil. Quite the contrary, and for obvious
reasons. In the case of cereals large-scale
farming is far more efficient than cultivation
in small holdings, and quite apart from that
the new peasant-proprietor too often found
himself with simply a patch of land to call his
own, and possibly some sort of hovel to live
in, but no stock, no draught animals, no
ploughs, no tractors, nothing to spend on
repairs or development, no spare money for
the ordinary daily necessities of life. Russia
has aims of its own and methods of its own,
but at any rate cultivation is taken seriously
in that country, and what has been happening
there is instructive. The estates were broken
tip, millions of peasant holdings were created,
the total yield of the land dropped catastroph-
ically as a consequence, and now, through
the creadon of the collective farms and the
State farms, the whole process has been
reversed, with results that so far as yield goes
are relatively satisfactory. The economic
consequences of the change cannot be assessed
* M. Dannie Hememan in a preface to Lts Df*x Emrtpes.